Chapter Fourteen

UNDERGROUND HEADQUARTERS' BUILDING:
*    GROUPS OF "DAY" AND "NIGHT'7:   1929

CHARLES   HOLDEN,   FOR   WHOM  I  HAD   WORKED   ON
the British Medical Association's Building, asked
me to do the two groups above the doors of the
Underground Headquarters' Buildings, and I pro-
posed groups of " Day " and " Night" as appropriate to a
building that housed offices for transport and for speed.

Other sculptors (five, of them) were to wort on figures
up above, representing the Winds. When I went down
with the architect for the first time to examine the site,
I was introduced to the Clerk of the Works as " the sculptor ",
which seemed to me strange; but outside his hut, Mr.
Holden explained that it would not do for me to be known
as yet, at any rate not until I had actually set to work.
" Dark forces might upset things/' I had to be smuggled irf.
It was in this atmosphere of mystery that I began a six-
months' work, which took me through the entire bitter winter
months of 1928, working out of doors and in a draught of
wind that whistled on one side down the narrow canyon of
the street. I invariably began work with a terrible stomach
ache, brought on by the cold. After I got over this I was all
right and remained on the building until nightfall,^having
my lunch there, out of doors, so as not to lose time.

The carvings were direct in stone, and the building was
being put up at the same time. I had to be oblivious to the
fact that for some time tons of stone were being, hauled up.
above my head, on a chain, and if tliis chain broke . . .

The sculptors working on the building were insured, but
for less than the navvies who did the hauling and carrying
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